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THE TIME IS AT HAND

THE NEW DAY DAWNS

“HE THAT SITTETH UPON THE THRONE SAID, BEHOLD, I
MAKE ALL THINGS NEW.”

“ At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess, to the glory of God.”—Philippians 2:10, 11.

For six great Days of a thousand years
each the world of mankind has been experi-
encing areign of Sin'and Death. Physicians,
both physical and moral, have been unable to
effect a cure. God alone is able to roll away
the curse which He Himself imposed, and to
give mankind His blessing instead.

In the past we have been so intent on fol~
lowing our own sectarian schemes and the-
ories that we have neglected the proper
study of the Bible. Indeed, not until our
day has such a study been possible for the
masses. Only now do they have the Word
of God in their possession in convenient form
in every family, and only now is education so
general as to permit all to read, to study, to
know the good things of the Divine promises.

The creeds of the Dark Ages did indeed din
into our ears the message of the curse. Yea,
they distorted it and made it a message of
eternal torture; whereas the Scriptures de-
clare that “the wages of sin is death”’—not
eternal torment. In our darkness we mis-
translated and misinterpreted God's Word to
our own confusion, swallowing also some in-
terpolations without proper scrutiny. No
wonder that we were nauseated by those
creeds! No wonder that the intelligent por-
tion of humanity was in danger of being
driven into infidelity—away from God and
from His Book, which we misunderstood and
misrepresented! .
 Bible students are arousing from their
sleep and finding that they have long suffered
from nocturnal hallucinations. The true
Message of the Word of God is spreading, apd
with it goes increase of faith, together with
joy, peace and godliness.

Foregleams of the New Day.

‘We have all noted the fact that ours is the
most wonderful day of earth’s history. Our
eyes open wide as we note the contrast be-
tween the blessings which surround us and
those enjoyed by our fathers. Surely we are
all amazed at what we see of progress in in-
vention of labor-saving machinery, of edu-
cational arrangements, of -improvement in
stock breeding, in horticulture, etc. We
reflect, further that with the progress of in-
vention the necessity of arduous labor and
sweat of face for the daily bread will soon be
at an end; and the necessary leisure, con-
veniences and comforts which will permit
every man to be a nobleman will soon be
available to ail. .

What do these things mean? Why have
they come suddenly upon us in one genera-
tion? yea, and give no indication of slacking,

" but rather-of progressing to still greater won-
ders! What is the explanation of all this?

The Bible ‘alone gives the reply to these
queries. It explains to us the meaning of the
reign-‘of Sin and Death which we and our
forefathers have shared. It tellsus that our
sorrows, aches, pains, and weaknesses—men-
tal, moral and physical—are all the results of
sin—of the sin which Father Adam entailed
upon us by the laws of heredity for the six great
Days of a thousand years each, already past.

Then to our astonishment the Bible opens
the door of the future and bids us look
abroad and see the better Day which God
promises. It explains that He has been
giving us lessons respecting the exceeding
sinfulness of sin, but that all the while He
has sympathized with and loved His crea-
tures. It tells us that as a beginning of the
Divine purpose of rolling away the curse and
of giving instead Divine blessings, Jesus
came into the world and died for Adam and
his race, ‘‘ the Just for the unjust,” to cancel
their judicial obligations—the death penalty
upon them—and thus to give them an op-
portunity in God'’s due time to return to their
former estate, to all that Adam lost—to the
perfection which was his when he was in the
image of God, and to all that was his in hig
glorious estate—Paradise.

That Day Has Come.

Chronologically we are already in the great

"Beventh Day, or Thousand-year Sabbath;
we are already forty years into that great
Day. This fact explains the blesslngs which
are ours and which are coming to us increas-
ingly. This progress will continue through-
out the great Thousand-year Sabbath of
Messiah’s Kingdom. The Bible promises
that the Messianic Reign shall bring blessings
to every creature—not only to the living, but
to the dead; for “all that are in the graves
shall hear the voice of the Son of God and
shall come forth.”—John 5:28, 29, R. V.

All must be given a full opportunity to
come into harmony with the Creator and to
attain perfection and everlasting life. Only
by personal, wilful, intelligent sin can any
one’s blessings be turned into the second
curse of God, the Second Death, from which
there will be no redemption.

Incidentally let us note that the coming of
those blessings is, in one sense, premature, In
that they have come to us before the estab-

‘Jishment of the M essianic Kingdom.

these favors, the world is more unhappy,
more discontented, than ever. The Scrip-
tures show that this discontent will culmi-
nate in a short, sharp period of anarchy,
from which the world will be rescued by

Con-.
sequently instead of being happier because of.

the establishment of Messiah’s Kingdom.

The permission of the light and blessings
of our day, in advance of Messiah’s Rule, the
Creator intends shall teach humanity a great
lesson respecting their own fallen condition
and their need of the very help which God is
providing in Christ. None shall have the
opportunity of erroneously supposing that
God’s blessings, coming to unregenerate
hearts, will make them thankful and happy.
The new heart is necessary to real happiness.

We also incidentally see that if God had
sent or permitted the light of our day with
its blessings a thousand years sooner then
the discontent of humanity would have cul-
minated in anarchy a thousand years sooner
—and before the Divinely arranged time for
the establishment of Messiah and His Bride,
the Church, in glory for the ruling, blessing
and uplifting of humanity.

“Truth Discerned Aids Faith.

As we gradually come to realize that we are
living in the dawning of the time for the long-
promised blessing, this Sabbath Day of earth,
when the curse shall roll away, it gives us a
fresh interest in all the affairs of the present
life, as well as in those features of the Divine
Plan which are yet future! The knowledge
makes life worth living. Millions of people
live a treadmill existence, unworthy of them-
selves and . joyless, because they have not
come into the family of God and have not
been taught to understand the deep things
of His gracious purposes.

The first step is an acknowledgment of the
Creator and a consecration of life to Him,
and then an application of our hearts to know
His will, in order that we may do it. One
day of such living is worth more than a year
of the aimless meandering common to the
masses. All who have entered into this
blessing should .rejoice therein. All who
have not done so should seek the Door,
Christ, and be glad to walk the narrow way,
in His footsteps into grace and peace Divine.

We may indeed rejoice in the lessening of
the sweat of face coming to mankind, in the
dawning of this New Day. We may indeed
rejoice in the greater spread of knowledge to
every class. We may indeed rejoice in the
more comfortable housing, feeding and
clothing of our race. We may indeed praise
the Day which is ushering in these blessings
and which, through irrigation canals and
artesian wells, scientific study and teachers,
books and newspapers, is making the
wilderness to blossom as the rose and
many blades of grass to grow where one alone
grew previously, bringing increased fruit-
fulness. But much is to be desired still—
much that we cannot accomplish for our-
gelves. We need an outside influence, an
outside power—the very one which the Word
of God declares is about to take control—
Messiah’s Kingdom. .

Our blessings thus far are not drawing the
masses nearer to God—not making them
more thankful, more holy, more reverential,
more loving. On the contrary, we are be-
coming more strifeful, more self-willed, than
any previous generation—Iless inclined as a
world than ever before to worship and rever-
ence the God of all grace—less inclined to be-
lieve that thereissuch & Being at all. At the
present rate of growth of ‘irreverence, it
would seem as though the time might soon
come when no knee would bow and no tongue
confess to the glory of God. )

“As | Live, Saith the Lord."

But here we look to God to see what pro-
vision He has made for present conditions;
and as wo look our hearts are cheered. We
have the Divinely solemn declaration -that
the full end of the reign of Sin and Death
has come. And we find outlined in God's
Word proofs that we are now living in the
time when that new Reign of Righteousness
shall be inaugurated. We have p_rayed for it
with more or less of faith all our lives: “Thy
Kingdom come; thy will be done on earth,
even as it is done in Heaven.”

Permit not faith to let go her hold; the
Word of God cannot fail. As He is bringing
to us the temporal blessings promised in His
Word and appropriate to this time—the
New Dispensation—let us trust Him for
every other feature of His promised blessing.
He who has begun the good work is able to
complete it. d
sworn to this Promise that all the families of
the earth shall Le blessed in Abraham’s Seed,
surely we may rely upon it. If we see at
present, only the Spiritual Seed of Abraham
in full harmony with God through Christ,
and they not glorified, let us wait patiently
for the Lord, knowing that He will fulfil His
promises in due time.

The Church, the Elect, are indeed the
Spiritual Seed of Abraham. This class, as
the Bride of Christ, must be completed and
must be united to their Redeemer by the
change of the First Resurrection before they
will be qualified to share with Him the great
work of blessing the Natural Seed of Abra-
ham.—Galatians 3:8, 16, 29. .

The completion and glorification of the
Church will mark the time for the establish~
ment of the Messianic Kingdom. Then v_v1]1
begin the pouring out of the Divine blessing

If He has promised and hag-

and the removal of the curse. - Satan will be
bound for a thousand years. The knowl-
edge of God will gradually fill the whole earth.
The Natural Seed of Abraham will be the
first to receive the Restitution blessings—to
return to the image and likeness of God in the
flesh, and to have returned to them Paradise
conditions and Divine favor. The ancient
saintly ones of the Jewish race, we are as-
sured, shall be made princes in all the earth
for the correction of their brethren, Natural
Israel, and for the instruction and assistance
of the people of every nation, kindred and
tongue—the living and the dead.
Paradise Restored.

Rapidly the knowledge of the glory of God
will fill the whole earth. Corrections in
righteousness will be meted out to all not
doing their very best to come into harmony
with the Divine Law. Blessed rewards of
increasing perfection of mind and body will
gradually come to the willing and obedient
in that Day. The wilful evil-doers shall be
cut off in the Second Death. Then, as a
result, before the thousand years of Messiah’s
Kingdom shall expire, every knee shall bow,
to the glory of God.

Meantime, also, the blessings of Paradise
wjll be coming to the earth as a whole. : God
will make the place of His feet glorious.
(Isaiah 60:13; 66:1.) Jesus will see of the
travail of His soul and be satisfied. - (Isaiah
53:10, 11.) All those who have suffered for
righteousness’ sake during the reign of Sin
and Death will be more than compensated
therefor in the blessings and joys of the New
Dispensation. The knowledge of the glory
of God shall fill the whole earth. The glori-
ous Divine character will be made manifest,
not only to angels, but to men. The infini-
tude of God’s Love, Justice, Wisdom and
Power may then be seen by all; whereas
today, under the reign of Sin and Death,
with minds beclouded by the errors instilled
by the Prince of Darkness, the opposite con-
dition—darkness—covers - the earth, and
gross darkness the heathen.

‘What a glorious consummation is before
us! .. What lengths and breadths of human
possibility in perfection we see with the eye
of faith! Man was made in the image and
likeness of his Creator, and the earth was
provided to be his everlasting home. The
curse that has rested upon the earth and its
king has brought both to angels and to men
valuable lessons, which perhaps could not
have beenlearned under any other process.

The result will be glorious, as described
by the Master Himself. There shall be no
more sighing, no more curse there, nor sor-
TOW nor pain nor any more dying; for all the
things of sin and death will have passed away.
He who sits upon the Throne will make all
things new.—Revelation 21:4, 5.

The Prophet Isaiah declares that Jehovah
will do these things, and that every knee shall
bow to Him and every tongue confess.
(Isaiah 45:23.) St. Paul applies this Scrip-
ture, and declares that it will be-fulfilled
through Jesus, and incidentally it will be
fulfilled by the Church through Jesus. The
thought 1s that in acknowledging Christ
and the Church and in bowing to them the
world will be bowing to Jehovah; for the
Logos, Jesus, the Redeemer, forever will be
the Representative of the Father and His
Power. Hence all men should honor the
Son even as they honor the Father—not
honor the Son as the Father, but as the
Father's direct Representative—Heir of all
things.—John 5:23; Hebrews 1:2.

The Elect Church Already Bows.

The elect Church of the present time al-
ready bows the knee to Jesus as the Repre-
sentative of the Heavenly Father, and al-
ready enjoys a great blessing through this
special relationship into which she has en-
tered and which is to be completed in her
resurrection change. Jesus, as the great
King of Glory, and His Bride class, as the
great, Queen of Glory, will be distinctly sep-
arate from thc world—sharers of an alto-
gether different salvation. These, begotten of
the Holy Spirit, are promised a participation
in the Divine nature, which is far above that
of the angels, the Apostle assures us.

For the same reason that God is invisible
t0 men, Christ, and the Church will be invisi-
ble, though ail-powerful. The blessings of
human Restitution that they will bring man-
kind will be conveyed through earthly chan-
nels, of whom Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all
the Prophets and faithful ones of Israel will
be leaders, or princes, as God has declared.
These shall not judge by the hearing of the
ear or by the sight of the eye, but shall judge
righteous judgment.—Isaiah 11:3.

No mistakes will be made; no evil deed
shall fail of just recompense; even attempts
tc commit crimes must cease. KEvery knec
shall bow to the Power then in control, and
every tongue confess to the justice of the ar-
rangement. Gradually the new order will
appeal to the hearts of mankind, and what
at first was obedience by force will become
obedience from love and appreciation of
righteousness. Eventually all who obey
merely because of compulsion will be cut off
in the Second Death. .

THE NOT-ASHAMED
GOSPEL OF CHRIST.

_“For I am mot ashamed of the Gospel of”
Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth.,” Romans 1:16.

Everybody knows that the word Gospel sig-
nifies Good Tidings, as in the angel’s Messege
at the birth of Jesus—‘ Behold, I bring you
Good Tidings of great joy, which shall be
unto all people!” Who is 1esponsible for the
fact that this Message of Joy to all people has
been turned completely around to mean bad
tidings of great misery to all people—except
to an elect handful? The fact is that no
person deliberately plotted this turning of
God’s Word upside down. - It is the work of -
the Devil, who gradually foisted it upon the
Church as well as upon the heathen world,
with the view to turning people away from
God and the Bible. ‘

St. Peter and St. Paul both predicted the
falling away of the Church and the success
of the doctrines of demons. *The god of this
world (Satan) hath blinded the minds” of
all unbelievers. If it were not for these
delusions of Satan, the whole world might
speedily be brought to know, to admire, to
love, the true God. The Apostle continues,
telling us why Satan blinds men—*'lest the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God
# % % ghould shine into their hearts.”
Wherever the true knowledge of God shines
into the human heart it presents the Al-
mighty in such glorious character as to de-
mand the reverence of His creatures. Hence
Satan’s endeavor to blind men’s minds
through false doctrines which misrepresent
the Almighty’s character and Plan.

But while we Scripturally hold that Satan
had chief responsibility in the matter it is
not for us to say that the clerics of the' Dark
Ages did not more or less connive. at the
error, trusting that it would make the people
subservient to the clergy, through whom
they might hope to escape future tortures.
But leaving the past and its responsibilities,
we may purely say that great and grave re-
sponsibility rests upon the preachers of to--
day for their perpetuation of this great
deception-—this - fraud upon the people,
slander upon the Almighty and opposition
to the Truth. Of the degree of this wicked--
ness only God is capable of judging correctly;
but it is wicked to keep the people in dark-
ness on the subject, and it is slanderous blas--
phemy against the Divine character.

There is no question that nearly all minis-
ters privately confess that they do not be:
lieve these slanders, while publicly they con-
tinue to speak words which give the opposite
thought. The time when such horrible-
assassination of the Divine reputation can
prosper is surely short. - Messiah’s glorious.
Reign will make an end of all such lies; as.

it is written, ‘I will lay justice to the line, .

and righteousness to the plummet; and the
hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies.”

The Not-Ashamed Gospel.

All God's work is perfect. (Deuteronomy-
32:4.) Man originally was perfect, in the:
Creator’s likeness. Disobedience brought
upon man not a penalty of eternal torment,
but a death penalty—* Dying, thou shalt
die.” ‘The wages of sin is death.” For-
six thousand years the world has been under--
going this sentence. Cut off by sin from fel-
lowship with- God, man has degraded him-
self. Satan has contributed to this reign
of Sin and Death by deceiving mankind,.
fostering errors, misrepresenting God, ete.

God has the situation fully in hand. He
purposed to permit both angels and men to
see one great illustration of the effect of sin,
leading on to disease and death, mental,
moral and physical. Meantime the Creator
has gracious purposes for man. His experi--
ences with sin and death will not be fruitless.
He will have opportunity of learning valuable-
lessons, profitable for eternity. Thefirst trial
as to his worthiness of. eternal life or of ever--
lasting death was through oneman; and his
disobedience settled the matter for the race
~—the death sentence was the penalty.

As a basis for man’s recovery, the Son of
God died for man’s sin—not to get mankind
out of eternal torment nor to keep them from
going toeternal torment or to Purgatory, but
to save them from extinction, ‘*‘that whoso--
ever believeth on Him might not perish.’”
(John 3:16.) Their recovery from sin and
deathis Seripturally styled the resurrection of
the dead. Thus the Church of true believers
are represented as ‘‘risen with Christ” to
““walk in newness of life,”” and are promised
an actual resurrection—the First, the Chief’
Resurrection. :

Next comes the world’s resurrection. The
Truth will be made known to them. Instead
of being confused and hampered with super-
stition, lies, doctrines of devils, the irue light *
of the knowled e of the glory of God will shine
upon them. Gradually the willing and obedi-
ent of the world will rise—mentally, morally,
physically—to - perfection; whereas the
Church, which isto get the spirit nature, will
be perfected by aninstantaneousresurrection.

This is the Gospel which St. Paul preached
—that the dead sleep in Hades, Sheol, the
Bible Hell, the tomb, awaiting the establish-
ment of Messiah’s Kingdom which will
bring glorious blessings. St. Paul declared
that if there be no resurrection of the dead all
faith is vain, all preaching is vain, all hope of
forgiveness of sins is vain. We might as well
cat and drink, and consider that when we die
we perish. But, he declares, there is to be
such a resurrection; and the fact that Jesus
died and rose again is God’s guarantee to all
believers that all who sleep in Jesus shall be-
broucht from the dead by and through Him.
and His power. .

““There's a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea.”



